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As part of WP6, Task 6.1, the UNSPMF team held a workshop focused on assessing the
Willingness to Pay (WTP) and gathering the necessary data for the economic valuation
of stecci (medieval tombstones).

The event opened with an short introduction to the project and the specific purpose of the
workshop. In the first phase, attendees completed an initial questionnaire before receiving
any educational material, and without prior information regarding climate-related risks to
stecci. This baseline phase made it possible to gather preliminary insights into their
perceptions, motivations, and initial willingness to financially support ste¢ci preservation and
conservation initiatives.

After the baseline assessment, educational presentations and discussions were held to
deepen participants’ understanding of stecci and to raise awareness of the importance of their
protection and timely conservation actions. During the second phase of the workshop
UNSPMF representatives gave educational presentatinos outlining projects core objectives,
the activities completed to date, and lectures on stecci historical background, typological
features, and cultural significance of stecci in Serbia and Balkans in general.

After presentations representatives from UNSPMF presented the data-collection
methodology, clarified the workshop’s intended outcomes, and discussed the effects of
climate change on stecci—stressing the urgency and necessity of implementing protective
measures.
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Following the established protocol, the second questionnaire was administered in the final
phase of the workshop in order to capture changes in perceptions and motivations after the
educational intervention. This two-stage method enabled a comparison of WTP values before
and after the workshop, indicating potential shifts in how participants perceive the cultural and
environmental significance of stecci.

In summary, the workshop generated essential data on fluctuations in WTP and offered
valuable insights into the factors influencing participants’ motivations—particularly their
heightened awareness of the need to safeguard cultural heritage and the natural environment.

Annex 1. Photos

Below are several photographs taken during the workshop, illustrating the key moments of the
event.
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